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In June we flew to Albuquerque, NM, and rented a 2-week old Buick.  It had 2,500 miles on it.  When we returned it to Albuquerque 10 days later the odometer showed over 6,000 miles.  This was the Drive Till You Drop Vacation.  The days were long and we went from the heat of the southwest desert to a spring snowstorm in Yellowstone and back to the desert.  We looked into the Grand Canyon, floated in the Great Salt Lake, dodged buffalo in Yellowstone and saw most of the rock arches in Utah.  In New Mexico, Mom and Dad were briefly abducted by space aliens.  Since our return home to the beach we watch the X-Files every night on TV to find out where Mom and Dad went while abducted. 
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The first 2 weeks of June we traveled and the remainder of June we moved into yet another temporary house.  (New address: 526 Egret Lake Drive, Pine Knoll Shores, NC 28512-6904) This house is in the same neighborhood as our building lot.   It is a small house, but I have the two upstairs bedrooms.  Now that I am a freshman in high school, I need a second room for an office to do all my studying.  I also ran on the cross-country team this year and finished in the top 10 boys on the team.  Only 11 boys finished the season.

In October Dad and I went with Mom to Portland, Oregon.  We got lost every time we left the hotel, but we did drive out to see the volcanic Mt. St. Helens.  It was still a mess over 20 years after the eruption.  
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Reilly will be 18 in the spring and is still taking medication for his thyroid.  He also wrote a brief editorial for the local paper about the animal shelter this year.  Merlin is still orange and bigger than ever.  He brings 1 or 2 lizards into the house each week. 

In April I went to the 8th grade prom.  I wore dad’s old Tuxedo, which fit fine.  It was hard to believe Dad used to wear that tux.  

Merry Christmas 

Graham  (Jeannie, Seth, Reilly & Merlin)

http://www.BeachDoctor.com/christmas
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Christmas 2002  
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2002 started cold with the first measurable snow fall in a decade.  What luck; NO SCHOOL and we leave for vacation.  You see Mom wanted to see the whales in Maui, Hawaii.  Now these are smart whales, they only visit Hawaii in the winter.   We learned a lot about whales.  They live underwater; they breathe air but stay underwater for 20 to 30 minutes at a time.  Every time we went whale watching, we saw the tail end. One lady on the boat used her cell phone to call her family back on shore and tell them about each whale.   Mom made us watch whales, ride horses, or go exploring every day. 
